
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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The Supremacy of Jesus Christ and Personal Prayer 
Colossians 4:2-6 

 
Let us remember the larger context for our present paragraph.  The person and work of Jesus 
Christ is under assault by some in the church of Colossae.  Paul’s response to the assault is to 
show how everything is from Jesus Christ, sustained by Jesus Christ, and is for Jesus Christ.  
Jesus Christ is God, Creator, and Redeemer.   Paul seeks to enable the congregant in their 
understanding of what this means for their everyday life.  He speaks of personal faith and how 
those who believe are in a “one flesh” relationship with Jesus Christ.  Because of this union, 
believers are to seek Him and not the shadow (2:20-3:4).  A result of this seeking is the putting 
off of the old nature/habit and putting on the new nature/birth (3:5-17).  One of the most 
practical arenas where this truth is seen is in the household (3:18-4:1).  When our Lord reduced 
the entire Old Testament code/law to one commandment He said this. 
 

36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" 37 And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE 
THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL 
YOUR MIND.' 38 This is the great and foremost commandment. 39 The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' 40 On these two commandments depend the whole Law and 
the Prophets. " (Matt. 22:36-40) 

 
Love God, and as a result of His love in you and through you, love your neighbor.  Who is my 
neighbor (Luke 10:29-37)?  My neighbor is anyone who comes inside my circle of influence.  I 
have not yet studied this idea thoroughly, but most New Testament commands are relational 
commands.  The imperatives speak to my relationship with other people. 
 
In light of this, your neighbor in Colossians 3:18-4:1 are those within your household.  This is 
what loving your household looks like.  This is what God’s love in you and through you looks 
like in the context of your household.  Now we come to our text.  How does our present 
paragraph fit into the larger context of Colossians?   
 
First, the text does not speak directly to the household, but rather to the individuals within the 
household.  Paul desires for us to know the supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  He 
now desires for us to understand how this truth changes the way we pray. 
 
Second, regardless of our circumstances, our prayers are to be marked by gratitude.  The 
church is under assault.  What should we do?  We should give God thanks.  Paul’s admonition 
is for us to stay faithful in this area.  Why?  Because our circumstances can often make us 
cynical and bitter and ungrateful.   
 
Third, while praying we should remember those who have been specifically set aside for 
church planting that God would open a wide door for the preaching of Christ to them.  And 
that their communication would be with clarity and understanding. 
 
Paul folds his request into the larger believing community and their need to share the gospel 
with the unbelieving. 
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Fourth, we should live our lives with the thought of always telling the gospel/the Story.  When 
we live life in the community, opportunity will arise where others will ask.  Paul’s invitation 
is two-fold.   
 
 First, live with integrity so there is no inconsistency between your speech and your life.   
 

Second, you need no other context than the context of your community to be a witness 
for Christ.  Others might go elsewhere [like Paul] for the purpose of telling those who 
have never heard of Christ, but the significant majority of us are already in a 
community of unbelief.  Paul’s call is consistent with Matthew 28:18-20 where we are 
told, “While you are going, make disciples.” 

 
I would like to preface this article with a disclaimer.  Imperatives/commands have the 
incredible ability to make us feel culpable.  We read the text believing it speaks to something 
that is not true rather than true.  We always assume the opposite of what the text says as it 
relates to imperatives.  So instead of assuming it is true, we assume the opposite.  For example,  
 

• Be devoted to prayer because you are not ___ you are lazy 

• Stay alert   because you are not ___ you are sleeping 

• Give thanks  because you are not ___ you are ungrateful 

• Pray for us  because you are not ___ you are self-centered 

• Live wisely  because you are not ___ you live like a fool 

• Redeem the time  because you are not ___ you squander your moments 

• Have gracious speech because you are not ___ you are caustic and abrasive 

• Have appropriate speech because you are not ___ you are always missing the mark 
 
Friend, there is a better way to read the imperative.  First, see every imperative as descriptive 
of Christ.  Second, recognize the Holy Spirit is working in us and through us such qualities as 
these to those around us.  Thus, the color or tone of our text is not one of rebuke but rather 
encouragement and realignment.  Now let us consider the passage itself.  
 
There are two primary ideas in our text.  First, be persistent in our praying (vv. 2-4).  This is a 
present active imperative.  The idea of waiting in prayer is seen throughout the New 
Testament and in the history of the early Church.   
 

Acts 1:14  These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.  
 

Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers. 
 

Acts 6:4  But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. 
 

Rom. 12:12  Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; 

 
The idea behind “continue” is that of “adhering to, to be steadfastly attentive to, to give 
unremitting care to a thing, to persevere and not to faint.”  Now let us consider two aspects of 
the request. 
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The first aspect of the request highlights, “The character of our prayer (keep 
alert/thanksgiving] v. 2).”  The word “keeping alert” is a present pass/middle participle.  The 
phrase “with thanksgiving” carries the idea of “by means of.”  By means of thanksgiving we 
can protect ourselves from wandering.  By meditating on our position in Christ, a response of 
thanksgiving is solicited.  From its usage in the New Testament the word “watch” is anything 
but casual.  There is a serious earnestness behind the word.  Consider the following verses. 
 

Matt. 26:38  Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and 
watch with me. 40  And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, 
What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 41  Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 
 
1 Cor. 16:13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. 
 
1 Thess. 5:6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 
 
1 Pet. 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: 

 
A devotion to prayer is not defined by form, but by a mindset that celebrates God in 
everything.  It is only when we understand everything as coming from God, sustained by God, 
and for God that we can give thanks in (1 Thess. 5:18) and for all things (Eph. 5:20). 
 
I always believe we fail to understand prayer and thus our frustration with our own prayer 
life.  I believe this to be true because for years I struggled with prayer.  I struggled only 
because I had a faulty understanding of prayer and was therefore always feeling guilty in that 
I did not pray like I thought I was suppose to.   
 
Listen to the following statements and let me assume you will feel like I have when I read such 
things. 
 

Charles Simeon devoted the hours from four till eight in the morning to God. Mr. 
Wesley spent two hours daily in prayer.  He began at four in the morning. Of him, one 
who knew him well wrote, “He thought prayer to be more his business than anything 
else, and I have seen him come out of his closet with a serenity of face next to shining.” 
 
John Fletcher stained the walls of his room by the breath of his prayers. Sometimes he 
would pray all night; always, frequently, and with great earnestness. His whole life was 
a life of prayer.  “I would not rise from my seat,” he said, “without lifting my heart to 
God.”  His greeting to a friend was always, “Do I meet you praying?”  [Martin] Luther 
said, “If I fail to spend two hours in prayer each morning, the devil gets the victory 
through the day.  I have so much business I cannot get on without spending three hours 
daily in prayer.”  He had a motto, “He that has prayed well has studied well.” -E. M. 
Bounds, Power Through Prayer (excerpt from Chapter 7) 
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When we read such things, and the list is quite extensive, we look at our pathetic efforts and 
we are overwhelmed with guilt.  Often we throw our heads up in despair and utter, “Why try, 
or what’s the use; I’ll never be like Martin Luther!”   
 
Let me encourage you concerning prayer. First, I’m glad you do not have to be like Martin 
Luther or John Fletcher or Charles Simeon or Hudson Taylor or George Mueller or etc.  
Second, prayer is not defined by form.  Paul’s initial statement is broad and general.  He 
invites us to persist in prayer and to have gratitude mark our prayers. 
 
Prayer is communication.  When my thoughts are turned toward God, I pray.  When I look at 
my circumstances as coming from God, sustained by God, and for God, I pray.  When I realize 
who I am from God, sustained by God, and for God, I pray.  When I cry out to God asking for 
help in my moments, I pray.  When I recognize my deficiency and sinfulness, I pray.  When I 
thank God for all things and in all things, I pray.  Paul’s first statement is for us to be persistent 
in giving God thanks.  He then moves from a broad statement of prayer to something that is 
very specific. 
 
The second aspect of the request highlights, “The content of our prayer ([Praying at the same 
time] vv. 3, 4).”  “There were many things for which Paul might have asked them to pray – 
release from prison, a successful outcome to his coming trial, a little rest and peace at the last.  
But he asks them to pray only that there may be given to him strength and opportunity to do 
the work which God had sent him into the world to do.” (William Barclay, Colossians, 166, 167) 
 
This does not mean Paul did not pray for personal needs (2 Tim. 4:13, 17), but there was more 
to his request than personal comfort.  In addition to statements of gratitude, he invites us to 
pray for his witness.  If I make application to our present moment, Paul asks us to pray for 
those who have been given to the specific task of evangelism and church planting.  Not all 
vocational Christian ministries are directly or specifically focused on verbalizing the gospel.  
Paul’s request focuses on those whose gifting is directly related to evangelizing the lost. 
 
His request has two elements to it.  The first request is for us “to pray God will open up for 
them a door for the word” (v. 3a).  Paul’s request is very specific.  We have church planters 
who are directly and immediately engaged in evangelizing the lost.  We need to pray that God 
will open up a door for the word to be proclaimed.  We will see how this relates to us in verses 
5 and 6, but for now the request is specifically for those who are church planting/evangelizing.  
 
When we pray for those who receive from us missionary support, we should pray this specific 
prayer for them.  When we consider who we might partner with in the area of missions, we 
should consider this to be defining as to whether or not we would bring them on for 
missionary support.  Are they directly and immediately involved in reaching the lost? 
 
The second request is for us “to pray God will give him clarity as to how he speaks the word 
(v. 4).  The interesting word used in our verse is ought [dei].  Dei means “ought” or 
“compulsion.”  It carries the idea of absolutely indispensable.  It must happen.  To share the 
gospel demands two things.   
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• First, that an opportunity be provided.   

• Second, that a verbal witness be given.   
 
Paul defines this word as “the mystery of Christ.”  Consider what we already now about this 
mystery. 
 

Col. 1:26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now 
been manifested to His saints, 27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of 
this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 
Col. 2:2 that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the 
wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's 
mystery, that is, Christ Himself, 

 
Notice how Paul stays on task in 1 Corinthians 1. 

 
1 Cor. 1:21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, 
God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For 
indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a 
stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
 
1 Cor. 2:1 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, 
proclaiming to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus 

Christ, and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 4 and my 
message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power, 5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God. 

 
Paul recognizes the threat of drifting from the sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  It is difficult to 
imagine how we could muddle this so completely.  How have we muddied the waters of the 
gospel?  We have taken Paul’s application and made it primary, and taken the supremacy of 
Christ and made is secondary.  How could we have made Colossians 3:18-4:1 primary and 
Colossians 1:15-17 secondary?  Churches build entire ministries around Paul’s application, and 
by implication or inference think the preaching of Christ is inadequate or more is needed than 
Jesus.  This is the danger of a program-driven church.  The program is not the problem.  The 
problem is when we think the program will bring the desired outcome.  Friend, I wish we had 
the wherewithal to have a thousand programs of reaching the lost, with every one preaching 
Christ and driving everyone to the cross and resurrection of Jesus.  There is only one answer to 
the question and only one solution to the problem, and His name is Jesus Christ.   Just like the 
problem in Colossae, so also today.  We agree Christ is necessary, but we do not agree as to 
whether or not He is enough.  Let us pray for those who are preaching Christ crucified to stay 
on task. 
 
Paul began with a general statement concerning our prayer life and then asks for prayer on his 
behalf in the preaching of Christ.   
 
“There is a strange web of interlocking causes that works when people pray and when the 
word is announced, and the newest and least experienced Christian is summoned to play his 
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or her part within it.”  (N.T. Wright, Paul for Everyone: The Prison Letters, 189).  There is a 
mystery to prayer as it relates to human responsibility and divine sovereignty that I appreciate 
on paper, but in practice, I pray, and I do so because the Father delights in my complete and 
utter dependency on Him.  He is not growing me to be dependent of Him.  All of His 
activities are designed to make me utterly reliant on Him.  I ask God for everything, believing 
He will do according to His will and what is right for me and my place in His kingdom. 
 
James (4:1-10) gives us definition as to prayer when he said,  
 

1 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war 
in your members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot 
obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4 You adulteresses, do 
you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a 
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no 
purpose: "He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us"? 6 But He gives a greater 
grace. Therefore it says, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE." 7 
Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw 
near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be miserable 
and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble 
yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. 

 
You may ask what you will, but biblical prayer never puts you in the driver’s seat.  Biblical 
prayer humbles oneself under the mighty hand of God.  Biblical prayer yields one’s will and 
kingdom to the will and kingdom of God (Matt. 6:10).  Jesus understood this (Luke 22:42). 
 

Luke 22:42 saying, "Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be 

done." 

 
You and I are to pray because everything in this world is from Him, sustained by Him, and for 
Him.  Biblical prayer believes this.  Biblical prayer believes this is all about Him and not you 
and me.  He now brings his thoughts back to us. 
 
There are two primary ideas in our text.  The second larger idea within the text is for us to, “Be 
wise in our walking (vv. 5, 6).”  Paul is not trying to draw a strong distinction between walk 
and speech, but rather to show the encompassing nature of one’s walk.  Every area of life is to 
manifest positional truth. 

 
What Paul speaks of is for us to stay in Story.  It is possible to drown in the shadow and never 
realize the greater reality behind all of it.  Paul provides for us two ways of living wisely in the 
larger reality of the mystery.  
 
By implication Paul notes how it is possible to live like a fool.  Living foolishly is living for the 
shadow.  First, bigger barn building in the absence of God’s glory is living a fool’s life (Luke 
12:16-21).  Second, loving money is living a fool’s life (1 Tim. 6:6-10).  Third, trusting money to 
redeem one’s soul is living a fool’s life (Mark 8:36, 37).  Despite the danger, we can be better 
than this.  We can live wisely in the shadow.  How?  Paul notes two things. 
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Here there are two participles supporting the imperative.  The first is a present participle and 
the second is a perfect participle.  Time however is only in the indicative.  Thus stress is placed 
on their supporting role of showing us the character of the walk.  Two ideas are noted. 
 
First, seize the moment ([redeem the time] v. 5).  You and I need to wake up to the larger 
reality of this world’s unseen division.  There are only two kinds of people: those who are 
within Christ and those who are without Christ.  This text targets those who do not believe 
Jesus Christ is the Lord and Savior of sinners.  It is not a general statement, but one of 
specificity.  There is an element of urgency in our text.  The dark side of this is to think we 
must be living a life different than the one we have.  Paul is not telling us to do anything other 
than what we are doing.  What he is doing is reminding us of the great and inevitable day of 
judgment when all of humanity will be divided between those entering into His presence and 
those who will be removed from His presence forever. 
 
His word to us is for us to seize the moments we have to live a redemptive lifestyle.  His 
second appeal is directed toward our words. 
 
Second, season the moment ([seasoned with salt] v. 6).  Before going any further let us 
remember what we are to be saying.  The issue is not one’s position on biblical theology or 
systematic theology or dogmatic theology.  We are not attempting to answer a host of topics 
currently occupying the power of our minds and imaginations.  The speech we are concerned 
with is the mystery of Christ.  How He is the fulfillment of promise and the completion of 
picture.  This is the issue and it is the only issue. 
 
Two primary features in this phrase.   
 

• First, it is a purpose or result statement with hina [so that].   

• Second, again we see the small word dei [should/ought].     
 
The purpose of the verbal and visual witness is so others will ask and we will tell.  The 
primary idea of this text tells us what wisdom looks like in the arena of our speech.  Wise 
words are words marked by grace and applicability.  Unfortunately we have taken the Great 
Commission and made it something it isn’t. 
 
The Great Commission of Matthew 28 is not for us to go anywhere other than where we are at 
(although going to other geographical people groups is necessary).  The Great Commission is 
calling us to seize our moments within our own context and circumstances.   
 
When we choose to live in our communities, we will rub up against the unbeliever.  In the 
context of those relationships our words are to be gracious and appropriate.  What ends up 
happening in the Christian life is we become isolated from the unbelieving community.  Yet 
the New Testament assumes we will continue to be in the world, yet not of the world (John 
17).  The New Testament church is to be going within the context of their communities.   
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I find it of interest to note how Paul calls us to have gracious speech.  Some would see salt as 
having a stinging effect.  Some are “gifted” in rubbing the people the wrong way.  Their 
speech is abrasive, caustic, and demeaning.  Such speech is inconsistent with the gospel.   
 
The entire tone of this text is one that is appealing and attractive.  Listen to Paul’s parallel 
thought in 2 Corinthians 2:12-17. 
 

2 Cor. 2:12 Now when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and when a door was opened for me in 

the Lord, 13 I had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother; but taking my leave of them, I went 
on to Macedonia. 14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests 
through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. 15 For we are a fragrance of 
Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing; 16 to the one an 
aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these 
things? 17 For we are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, 
we speak in Christ in the sight of God. 

 
First, I like how this text reads.  God opens doors. I do not have to figure out how to cleverly 
pry closed things open.  To be sure, we should be sensitive to opened doors, but let us not 
think we have to create or open the door.  Second, I like the idea of aroma and fragrance.  An 
aroma is something we wear.  I likened it to cologne.  I put cologne on.  The cologne covers my 
“scent.”  The smell of the cologne is only noted by those within my circle of influence.  Some 
will not appreciate the cologne I wear; others will.   
 
Christ is the cologne I wear.  My personality and activity color the cologne, but He is the 
fragrance covering my “scent.”  Almost all people who wear cologne or perfume do so because 
they believe it is pleasant and appealing.  Most do not wear cologne or perfume to offend.   
 
The same is true as it relates to our witness for Christ.  If our witness is forced or sourced in 
guilt, then it comes across poorly.  But if our witness for Christ comes from the overflow of a 
life touched by God and living in Story, it is the “sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him.” 
 
When our life is Story-driven, we have all the answers we need for the questions we will be 
asked.  Although there are those, like Paul, who will do this 24/7, the vast majority of us will 
witness in the context of our circumstances be it at work, at play, or in the home. 
 
Where does this text leave us?  What are we to walk away with?  It is not my desire to guilt 
you into action.  There are, however, two things I would encourage us in.   
 

• Keep praying.  Pray for those who are directly involved in evangelizing the lost. 

• Live the Story.  As you seize your moments season them with grace. 
 
The intent of the study is not that we would now try harder, but rest more fully in His finished 
work and seek to see His power manifested in and through our earthen vessels.  May God 
answer such prayers fro the hearts and minds of His people?  Amen. 
 


